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Methodology 

Information in this report is derived from primary and secondary sources.  Primary research includes 
interviews, and secondary sources are from desk research. 

Interviews were conducted with telecom operators, handset vendors, and independent mobile widget 
engine providers.   

Secondary sources included white papers, magazines, journals, vendor websites, vendor presentations, 
and various organizations and associations. 



 

   

Mobile Widgets in China: 
Standard in Next Three to Five Years

SKU: IN1004611CWW

©2010 In-Stat All Rights Reserved   |   http://www.in-stat.com     Page 23 

List of Tables 

Table 1. Forecast of Mobile Widget Units, Users, Downloads, and Revenue in China, 2009–2013 (in 
Thousands) ............................................................................................................................................ 2 

Table 2. Differences Between Widgets and Native Applications ......................................................................... 6 

Table 3. Forecast of Total Applications and Mobile Widgets in Application Stores in China, 2009–2013 (in 
Thousands) .......................................................................................................................................... 20 

Table 4. Forecast of Application Store Users and Mobile Widget Users in China, 2009–2013 (in Millions) ..... 20 

Table 5. Forecast of Total Downloads and Downloads Revenue of Mobile Widget in China, 2009–2013 (in 
Millions) ................................................................................................................................................ 20 

List of Figures 

Figure 1. Web Widget Example: iGoogle .............................................................................................................. 4 

Figure 2. Desktop Widget Example: Yahoo! Widget ............................................................................................. 5 

Figure 3. Value Chain Structure for Mobile Widgets ............................................................................................. 8 

Figure 4. BAE Software Structure ....................................................................................................................... 10 

Figure 5. OpenFace Software Structure ............................................................................................................. 13 

Return to Table of Contents

 

 



 

   

Mobile Widgets in China: 
Standard in Next Three to Five Years

SKU: IN1004611CWW

©2010 In-Stat All Rights Reserved   |   http://www.in-stat.com     Page 24 

Related In-Stat Reports 

IN0904396CWW Remote Payment Will Lead China’s Mobile Payment Market, Local Payment Will 
Follow, September 2009 
http://www.instat.com/catalog/wcatalogue.asp?id=279#IN0904396CWW

IN0904610CWW China’s Netbook Market: Not as Big as It Looks, September 2009 
http://www.instat.com/catalog/wcatalogue.asp?id=279#IN0904610CWW

IN0904538CWW Lower Barriers to Entry Will Drive China’s Smartphone Market, October 2009  
http://www.instat.com/catalog/wcatalogue.asp?id=279#IN0904538CWW

 

 

http://www.instat.com/catalog/wcatalogue.asp?id=279#IN0904396CWW
http://www.instat.com/catalog/wcatalogue.asp?id=279#IN0904610CWW
http://www.instat.com/catalog/wcatalogue.asp?id=279#IN0904538CWW

	Executive Summary
	 Overview: Widgets and Mobile Widgets
	Introduction
	Differences Between Widgets and Native Applications
	Software Structure and Data-Processing Model
	Device Requirements
	Development Language
	Adaptation to Different Operating Systems
	Difficulty of Development
	Functionality and Network Reliance 
	Screen Display

	Mobile Widgets: Definition and Advantages

	 Analysis: China’s Main Mobile Widget Platforms
	Value Chain Structure
	Key Features of Mobile Widget Engines
	Cross-Operating System
	Support Access for Core Device Applications 
	Rich Internet Application (RIA) Support
	Offline-Use Support
	Good Security Mechanism
	Support for Functionality Extensions

	Mobile Widget Engine Providers in China
	Telecom Operators
	Handset Vendors
	Nokia
	Apple
	Samsung
	Local Handset Vendors

	OS Vendors
	Independent Mobile Widget Engine Providers
	Comparison: Mobile Widget Engines


	 Mobile Widget Business Models
	 China’s Mobile Widget Market: Drivers and Barriers
	Drivers
	Active Involvement of Telecom Operators and Handset Vendors
	Network Bandwidth and Device Improvement
	Growth of Application Stores
	Growth of Cloud Computing Services 
	OS Vendor Support of Widget Engines
	Development of Mobile RIA Technologies

	Barriers
	Narrow Functionality
	Low Awareness and Immaturity of Chinese Developers
	Expensive Traffic Fees
	Incompatibility of Mobile Widget Engines


	 Trends in China’s Mobile Widget Market and Forecast
	Trends
	Forecast

	 Methodology
	 Glossary
	 List of Tables
	List of Figures
	 Related In-Stat Reports

