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Report Summary 

The number of worldwide high-definition television (HDTV) 
households continues to increase.  The worldwide total of HDTV 
households, which are defined as households with an installed 
HD-capable TV set that also receives and watches HD 
programming, is on track to increase by 25% in 2008.  In 2009, 
the total is projected to increase by another 30%.   

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Worldwide HDTV households 

are growing rapidly.  By year-
end 2008, there will be over 37 
million, up from 29.6 million at 
year-end 2007. 

 In the US, there are currently 
22 million HDTV households.  
Another 17 million have an 
installed HDTV set but are not 
watching HD programming. 

This report examines the worldwide availability of HDTV services 
and discusses the market and technology challenges facing 
today’s high-definition service deployments.  It briefly examines 
different HD business models, provides an in-depth discussion of 
the different distribution platforms for HDTV services, and reports 
the results of a recent US consumer survey about HDTV services.   

In addition, it identifies leading cable, satellite, and terrestrial service providers.  The report also looks back 
at historical HDTV household growth and forecasts worldwide HDTV households through the year 2012.   

What’s in the Report? 
 Forecasts for HDTV households, by geographic region and transmission platform 

 An examination of historical HDTV household and services growth 

 An examination of HDTV service business models 

 A US consumer survey about HDTV service 

 An overview of leading cable, satellite, telco, and terrestrial TV HDTV service providers 
 

Who Will be Interested in This Report?  
 Pay-TV service providers, to include cable operators, satellite TV service providers, telco TV/IPTV 

service providers, and terrestrial TV broadcasters  

 Companies providing products or infrastructure for digital TV 
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Whose Needs Does This Report Address?  
 Pay-TV service providers 

 HDTV product (TV sets, set top boxes, etc.) vendors 

 Component vendors (software, silicon, etc.) for HDTV products 

 Content developers providing HD programming 
 

What Questions Does This Report Answer? 
 How big is the market for HDTV services? 

 How much are service providers charging for HDTV? 

 Who are the leading service providers for HDTV service? 

 Which countries have the largest numbers of HDTV households? 

 How are the business models for delivering HDTV services changing? 

 What do US consumers think about HDTV services? 

 How will the market for HDTV services grow in the future? 



 

   

Worldwide HDTV Households: 36 Million and Growing
SKU: IN0804055MBS

©2008 In-Stat All Rights Reserved   |   http://www.in-stat.com     Page 2 

Table of Contents  

Executive Summary.................................................1 
Worldwide HDTV Households: Solid Growth 
Continues.................................................................3 
TV Basics: Analog TV to HDTV...............................4 

How HDTV Differs from Analog TV.....................4 
Digital Television Sets and Monitors ...................4 
Watching HDTV...................................................5 

HDTV Service: Business Models.............................6 
HDTV Service: Market Drivers and Market 
Challenges...............................................................9 

Market Drivers .....................................................9 
Market Challenges ............................................10 

HDTV Services: US Consumer Survey .................12 
Key Findings of the Survey ...............................12 
How Many TV Sets Do You Have in Your  
Home?...............................................................13 
What Is the Primary Source for Your TV  
Signal At Home? ...............................................13 
Do You Own an HDTV Set?..............................14 
Do You Receive and Watch HDTV  
Programming on Your HDTV Set?....................15 
Do You Subscribe to HDTV Service? ...............15 
Which Service Provider Provides Your HDTV 
Service? ............................................................15 
How Much Do You Pay Per Month for HDTV 
Service? ............................................................16 
Do You Have an HD Set Top Box?...................17 
Did You Purchase Or Lease Your HD Set  
Top Box? ...........................................................18 
What Company Manufactured Your HD Set  
Top Box? ...........................................................19 
Which Model of HD Set Top Box Do You  
Have? ................................................................20 

How Much Did You Pay for Your HD Set  
Top Box?...........................................................21 
Why Don’t You Subscribe to an HDTV  
Service? ............................................................22 
How Interested Are You In Receiving HDTV 
Programming?...................................................22 
When Do You Think You Will Get HDTV  
Service? ............................................................23 

High-Definition TV Service Providers ....................24 
Cable HDTV Services .......................................24 

Cable TV Operators ......................................25 
Satellite/DTH HDTV Services ...........................26 

DTH Service Providers .................................26 
Telco HDTV Services........................................27 
Terrestrial HDTV Services ................................28 

Worldwide HDTV Households: Historical  
Growth ...................................................................30 
Worldwide HDTV Households at Year-End 2008..31 
Forecasts: Worldwide HDTV Households .............32 

Forecast Trends & Assumptions.......................32 
Other Forecast Notes....................................33 

HDTV Households by Transmission Platform...33 
Worldwide HDTV Households by Geographic 
Region...............................................................35 
The HD Gap in America: US HDTV  
Households and the US Installed Base of  
HDTV Sets ........................................................36 

Methodology ..........................................................37 
List of Tables .........................................................38 
List of Figures ........................................................39 
Related In-Stat Reports .........................................40 

 



 

   

Worldwide HDTV Households: 36 Million and Growing
SKU: IN0804055MBS

©2008 In-Stat All Rights Reserved   |   http://www.in-stat.com     Page 37 

Methodology 

This report covers the availability of high-definition television services around the world.  It covers 
market and industry drivers for HDTV service subscribers and viewers, and discusses how the 
development of different HD business models is impacting the market for HDTV services.  

The report also takes an in-depth look at existing HDTV service providers and provides five-year 
forecasts for worldwide HDTV households by transmission platform (satellite, cable, telco, and 
terrestrial), worldwide HDTV households by geographic region, US HDTV households, and the installed 
base of US HDTV sets.  In addition, it presents the results of a US consumer survey about HDTV 
service adoption and availability. 

Data collection and analysis for this report included primary and secondary research about high-
definition TV services and products.  Data was also collected from conferences, meetings, and 
attendance at consumer electronics and multi-channel television industry trade shows.  The 
International Consumer Electronics Show in January 2008 and The Cable Show in May 2008 were 
particularly valuable.   

Primary research included telephone, fax, and electronic mail conversations with digital TV equipment 
manufacturers, cable television multiple systems operators (MSOs), direct broadcast satellite (DBS) 
service providers, telco TV service providers, and terrestrial broadcast TV service providers.  In 
addition, we spoke with several broadcasting and communications industry interest groups.  Secondary 
research included detailed analysis of the worldwide market demand for HDTV services, including an 
examination of existing HDTV services and available HD content.  To accomplish this, we made 
extensive use of public documents available on the Internet, such as financial statements, press 
releases, and news articles about HDTV.   

Information was also collected from Reed Business Information’s Electronics Group and its Media Group.  
A significant amount of the secondary research data came from the following Reed Business Information 
publications: Broadcasting & Cable, Multichannel News, and TWICE magazine.  In addition, In-Stat’s 
Multimedia Broadband Services, Multimedia Broadband Infrastructure, Cable Industry, Residential 
Connectivity, and Wireless Broadband databases were consulted frequently during this research.   

All prices are reported in US dollars using currency exchange rates as of December 2008. 
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